Qualitative Research Methods in Language and Literacy

Instructor Fredrik deBoer Phone 860-555-1234

Office 123 University Hall E-mail fdeboer@university.edu
Office Hours By request Course LING 5xx

Text:

Designing Qualitative Research, 4th Edition, Catherine Marshall and Gretchen B. Rossman, Sage Publications.

The Colonization of Literacy Education: A Story of Reading in One Elementary School, J.L. Pennington, Peter Lang Publishing.

Description:

This graduate-level course concerns qualitative research methods in the language arts and sciences, from a practitioner’s
standpoint. That is, this course acts as a practical guide for developing researchers, and seeks to provide them with the skills
necessary o undertake their own qualitative research. Additionally, this course will provide students with greater ability to
read qualitative research critically and for meaning.

Goals:

To develop a strong base of knowledge in the history, theory, and politics of qualitative reseach;

To acquire a working understanding of popular techniques, methods, and analysis styles within qualitative research;
To gain comfort in using these methods in research in the pursuit of answers to specific research questions;

To practice the development of a research plan utilizing qualitative methods;

To write and workshop a research proposal for later use.

Assignments:

e Article Presentation. Each student will give a ~30 minute presentation of one of our research articles. This
presentation will focus on methodology, providing a sympathetic take on what methodological choices the
researcher made and suggesting possible revisions or expansions that future researchers might incorporate.

e Midfterm exam. Near the halfway point of the semester, students will receive a fake-home exam concerning the
theory and research we have read so far in the semester. This exam will feature several short answer questions and
a longer essay question. Essay answers will require citations and a references list. Students are expected to work on
the midterm exam alone.

e Research proposal. As the purpose of this class is to prepare students to undertake qualitative research, the final
project requires the production of a formal research proposal utilizing qualitative methods. This research proposal
will define the problem the research is meant to address, locate that problem in a theoretical context, review the
relevant literature concerning that problem, and detail data collection and analysis methods that will be employed

Grade Breakdown:

Class Participation:  20%
Article Presentation: 20%
Midterm Exam: 25%
Research Proposal:  35%
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Week Topic Required Reading
One Intfroductions, definitions, limitations Syllabus
Two Paradigms, paradigms, paradigms Designing, pg *-*; Haswell
Three Case studies Designing, pg *-*; Hernd|
Four Inferviews & Focus Groups Pennington Intro, Chapter 1, Appendix |
Five Ethnography Pennington Chapter 2, 3, 4; Tjora
Six Narrative Inquiry Designing, pg *-*; Cohler
Seven Race, Class, Gender Guinier; Pruitt
Eight *Midfterm Exam* Midterm
Nine Critical and Feminist Approaches Designing, pg *-*;
Ten Data Collection, Online & Off Freshwater; Seymour; Hurdley
Eleven Rigor, Quality, and Value Designing, pg *-*; Darbyshire;
Twelve Ethics Designing, pg *-*; University IRB Guidelines
Thirteen Looking forward Proposal presentations
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